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About the Authors

Ron started his stitching career in 1969 under the tutelage of his 
brother Ernie Yanez. Ernie provided special efforts over the course 

of twenty years in getting Ron started on the right track. Ron credits 
his brother for teaching him the auto upholstery craft and business, 
and providing a foundation for the reputation he enjoys today.

In 1989 Ron opened his own shop, Custom Auto Interiors, in 
Bloomington, California. During this era he also taught basic and 
advanced upholstery classes at San Bernardino Valley College for 
four years. Students who were talented enough to take his advanced 
course learned Ron’s techniques for sculpting foam, creating molded 
headliners, and building custom door panels.

Soon after opening his own shop, a roadster with his interior won 
America’s Most Beautiful Roadster at the 1992 Oakland Roadster Show. 
Ron’s work has since received numerous Best Interior Awards at a 
variety of car shows. 

Ron “The Stitcher” has become famous as a creator of fabulous 
interiors. From the 1990s through today street rod and hot rodding 
magazines have featured spectacular cars that show off his interiors. 

Ron Mangus

6 • About the Authors

The Riverside International 
Raceway in Riverside, 

California, is now a shopping 
center. But when Gary was a 
teenager, it was one of the 
premier road racing tracks in 
the country. When the Can-
Am and Trans-Am came to 
town, Gary could be found at 
the Raceway, taking photos. 
Interest in cars lead to 
modifying his own street cars 
and local club drag racing.  
He crewed on a SCCA Trans-
Am Corvette in the  
mid ’70s. 

Gary D. Smith

Gary was also interested in car design. He competed in the General 
Motor’s Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild model car design contest, and 
in 1969 enrolled at the Art Center College of Design in Los Angeles, 
California. After graduating in 1973 with a degree in Industrial/
Transportation design, he was recruited by General Motors Design 
Staff at the General Motors Technical Center in Warren, Michigan. 
He worked there as a Senior Creative Designer in Pontiac, Buick, 
Oldsmobile, and Cadillac exterior design studios. He is responsible 
for the exterior styling of the Oldsmobile Concept car that lead to the 
1992 Oldsmobile Achieva SCX coupe. 

In 1988, Gary and his family moved to Arizona, and Gary started 
Performance Design, freelancing as an industrial/graphic designer 
and illustrator. Gary also became proficient in desktop publishing 
and computer graphics. He has been involved with many businesses 
as an art-director level designer and consultant. In 1996, Gary was 
introduced to “California Bill” Fisher. Through the relationship that 
has continued with Bill’s son Howard, Gary has been involved in 
the creation of many automotive titles published by California Bill’s 
Automotive Handbooks.

Photo by Daniel B. Smith



The 2005 Grand National Roadster Show Best Interior Award went to a 
1968 Camaro convertible again upholstered by Ron and built by Randy 
Clark of Hot Rods and Custom Stuff.

Ron’s striking two-tone interior was featured in Richard Tapia’s ’70 
Chevelle winning the 2006 Houston AutoRama’s Best of Show as well 
as Best Interior. This car also won Best of Show at Super Chevy in 
Pomona, and numerous top awards at the Grand National Roadster 
Show.

Eventually hot rodders knew Ron’s work and reputation by name.  
So, in 2006, the original shop, Custom Auto Interiors, was renamed 
Ron Mangus Hot Rod Interiors.

Recently the 2008 Grand National Roadster Best Interior Award went 
to Ron’s creation of Janice Groesbeck’s 1956 Chevy convertible. 

While Ron is at the highest levels of automotive design and creation, 
his best work may be yet to come.

I hope you will find my passion and love for these cars in the 

photographs throughout the book. 

What drives my passion? Where do I get the inspiration and 

vision for each project? Those questions have been asked of me  

a lot more frequently than you might imagine.

What people tell me is that when a car arrives here, I look at 

the car and learn about the person who owns the car and try to 

individualize it to his or her needs and ideas. As a result, every 

interior ends up with a unique design. I take each car under my 

wing and treat it like it’s my own car and, unfortunately,  

How-to articles and finished car features showing Mangus’ 
techniques and expertise have appeared in Hot Rod, Rod & Custom, 
Street Rodder, Truckin’, American Rodder, The Rodder’s Journal, and 
many more. Special cars with interiors created by Ron and his 
team include CheZoom and  Aluma-Coupe of Boyd’s Hot Rods, 
Billy “ZZ Top” Gibbons’ Kopperhed, along with cars for Tim Allen, 
Pete Chapouris of SO-CAL Speed Shop, Linda Vaughn (Miss Hurst), 
Thom Taylor, Bruce Meyer, Kenny Bernstein, Robby Gordon, Sammy 
Hagar, Michael Anthony, Cory McClenathan, and James Brubaker of 
Universal Studios.

In 2000 Ron was asked to help create a special car for builder Randy 
Clark from Hot Rods and Custom Stuff of Escondido, California. 
Their 1949 Chevy Business Coupe won the coveted Ridler award at 
the Detroit Autorama in 2001. This car was featured on the cover 
of Super Rod in April/May, 2001. This car also won the prestigious 
“Yosemite” Sam Radoff Sculptural Excellence Award that recognizes 
both the interior and the entire concept of a car. Ron felt a great 
accomplishment in achieving these awards. 

Introduction

I have to give it back when I’m done. I show that passion to my 

customers, and they sense that when they come in. They feel 

welcome and, when the job is complete, they know that I have 

given them the best job with the highest craftsmanship possible.

As you are looking through the photos in this book you will find 

that, although there may be similarities in approach, each car is 

completed with its own special characteristics. 
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Ron’s Shop
Ron Mangus Custom Hot Rod Interiors is a 
fast-paced business with tight deadlines. 
In spite of the rush, Ron pays attention to 
every detail, with no compromises when it 
comes to quality, craftsmanship, and design. 
His hand-picked, dedicated team works 
together seamlessly, creating the many 
subassemblies that make up a car’s interior. 
He involves his customers in the design 
process, discussing the design, material 
selection, and helps them visualize his ideas 
on how to blend his customer’s desires with 
the car’s character to create a masterpiece.

1
Last minute details are addressed as a 1955 
Chevy Bel Air is completed. 

2
Ron’s son, Ryan, is an important part of 
the business, and is fast becoming a rising 
interior design star in his own right. 

3
A great friend, Pete Salas has worked with 
Ron for more than 25 years.

4
Ron is proud of his team for their dedication 
to quality and craftsmanship. They share 
Ron’s design philosophy, treating every car 
as if it was their own.

88 • Ron’s Shop
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Ron’s personal attention to his customers builds long-term relationships, 
referrals, and repeat business. His “hands-on” involvement with every 
aspect of the design ensures originality and quality.
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Ron’s Hot Rods
1
“This ’56 Ford pickup was my daily driver for 
15 years. It’s been in the family since it was 
purchased new and my son Ryan now has it. 
It was originally used on my father-in-law’s 
chicken ranch.”

2
“My ’37 Ford Tudor Sedan broke new ground 
with a two-tone interior that matched the 
exterior. It was featured in the American 
Rodder Collector Special Edition, September 
1996.” 

3
“I built this ’32 from a Total Cost Involved 
chassis in 1997. It was painted in gelcoat so 
I could really enjoy driving the car. I could do 
a burn out and just plow through puddles. 
This was my rat rod before they reached their 
current popularity. It was a great car.”

4
“I think I was the first to do a flame billet 
steering wheel. I should have patented  
the design!”

5
Ron’s T-Roadster, taken in 1988. “The car was 
fast. It would shift out of low at 65 mph. I 
had to drive slowly over bumps and approach 
driveways at an angle because the oil plug 
was really low, and I didn’t want to knock it 
off. The whole family would crowd into the car 
to go to cruise night. Ryan and I got caught in 
the rain more than once. We had a lot of fun 
with that car.”

6
“Having always had a passion for motorcycles 
I began riding again about eight years 
ago. Being childhood friends with award 
winning motorcycle builder Jerry Covington 
(Covington’s Cycle City, Woodward, Oklahoma) 
allowed me to use one of his rolling chassis. 
Another friend Dean Padie built this bike.”

10 • Ron’s Hot Rods
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Darwin’s “Double Huffer” Bel Air custom show car makes an 
extreme statement everywhere you look, starting with the 

engine. The term “scary fast” comes to mind. 

The car’s flawless black paint is engulfed with wild orange flames. 
The styling has been customized with interesting touches including 
a ’54 Chevy grille, a roof vent from a ’58 Chevy turned into a third 
brake light, and smoothed drip rails. The car has been nosed, 
decked, and the stock three-piece bumper shortened, welded, 
reshaped, and installed upside down.

The car was originally purchased as a donor parts car for his wife’s 
’56 Chevy convertible, but they decided to resto-mod the Bel Air 
hardtop instead of using it for parts. The car was completed  
in 2005.

Ron’s interior is also extreme, with lots of polished stainless steel 
and billet aluminum trim, black and gray leather custom seating, 
and black anodized aluminum flame trim recessed into the seat 
backs. The tapered, windswept shapes of the interior design 
elements speak volumes about the unrestrained nature of the 
entire car.

The car has won numerous awards, and has been featured in 
several national magazines.

Build and Paint: Extreme Automotive, Corona, California
Engine: Chevy 502/502, two Paxton Superchargers, Nitrous
Drivetrain: GM 4L80E transmission, Ford 9-inch rear end
Chassis: Jim Meyer Racing Products, Lincoln City, Oregon
Wheels: Boyd Coddington Smoothie II, front: 17", rear: 18"
Tires: Nitto

D A R W I N  G R O E S B E C K ’ S 

’56 Chevy Bel Air

32 • Darwin Groesbeck’s ’56 Chevy Bel Air



The dark interior makes for quite a dramatic backdrop for the wildly 
shaped polished stainless steel trim. Black anodized aluminum flames 
recessed into the seat backs are another reminder of the unrestrained 
personality of the car.

D A R W I N  G R O E S B E C K ’ S 

’56 Chevy Bel Air
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Nothing in the interior has escaped interesting form transitions. Notice the 
lower instrument panel blending into the console, the shape surrounding 
the array of seat controls on the shifter console, and the cascading 
waterfall rear armrest.
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1
There is a lot going on in the rear 
passenger area, with the center armrest 
resting in a curve on the console. The 
center armrest also sweeps up into the 
package shelf and meets the quarter 
panel armrest in a curved shape that 
encompasses the speaker grilles.

2
The quarter panel armrest’s double dip 
parallels the quarter window sill shape. 
Wild stuff.

3
Flames recessed into the center of the seat 
backs are water jet cut aluminum, then 
black powder coated.

4
Notice how the lower instrument panel 
blends into the top of the console. The 
side of the console has a great deal of 
form and interest. The center stack has 
sound system and climate controls.

5
The front of the sculpted headliner has 
recessed pockets for the sun visors, and 
also features a mini roof console from a 
late model Suburban with map lights  
and storage.
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1
Overhead is a wild sculpted leather 
headliner with highly styled gray insert.  
On the floor, Ron used German square-weave 
carpet and mats.

2
Ron designed the bright hard trim door 
panel pieces to incorporate the door release. 
These parts were water jet cut from  
stainless steel.

3
Uniquely shaped polished stainless steel 
shifter console plate provides a convenient 
place for seating and window controls.

4
The lower instrument panel flows seamlessly 
into the console.

5
The trunk is no less entertaining than the 
interior, with its curved alcove and resident 
polished chrome nitrous tank. The underside 
of the deck lid repeats the contrasting gray 
sculpted insert headliner design.

6
Close-up of the curved intersection of the 
center armrest and console. 

7
Darwin’s Chevy showcases custom polished 
stainless steel and billet aluminum trim.

8
The attention to detail is what sets Ron’s 
interiors apart.

38 • Darwin Groesbeck’s ’56 Chevy Bel Air
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Authors: Ron Mangus & Gary D. Smith
Price: $27.95
ISBN: 978-1-931128-25-4
Dimensions: 11 x 8.5 x .44 inches
Weight: 1.44 lbs

Award-winning cars and interiors will inspire you with design 
possibilities for your own 1955-1957 Chevy hot rod. You will 
learn the concepts behind a great interior. Large full-color 
photos and detailed explanations show and explain how Ron 
Mangus executes these design ideas. Get a detailed look 
at creative solutions for seats, door, kick, and rear quarter 
panels, carpet, mats, headliner, trunk, seat bolsters, and many 
other interior design areas. From the stock look to wild cus-
toms, you’ll find a wide range of new ideas to adapt to your 
own car’s interior.

CHEVY TRI-FIVE CUSTOM INTERIORS

Ron “The Stitcher” Mangus learned his trade from his brother Ernie 
Yanez. Ernie provided special efforts over the course of twenty years in 
getting Ron started on the right track. Ron Credits his brother for teach-
ing him the auto upholstery craft and business.
In 1989 Ron opened his own shop, Custom Auto Interiors, in Blooming-
ton, California and taught basic and advanced upholstery classes at 
San Bernardino Valley College for four years. Students  learned Ron’s 
techniques for sculpting foam, creating molded headliners, and building 
custom door panels.
Soon after opening his own shop, a roadster with his interior won 
America’s Most Beautiful Roadster at the 1992 Oakland Roadster Show. 
Ron’s work has since received numerous Best Interior Awards at a variety 
of car shows, and street rod and hot rodding magazines have featured 
spectacular cars that show off his interiors.

Darwin Groesbeck’s 
1956 Chevy Bel Air

Dan Bissell’s 
1957 Chevy Bel Air

CLICK TO
PURCHASE

http://californiabills.com/p-24-chevy-tri-five-custom-interiors.aspx
http://californiabills.com/default.aspx
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Gary D. Smith has always been interested in cars and design. He attended the Art Center College 
of Design in Los Angeles, California and after graduating in 1973, was recruited by General Mo-
tors Design Staff in Warren, Michigan. He worked there as a Senior Creative Designer in Pontiac, 
Buick, Oldsmobile, and Cadillac exterior design studios. He is responsible for the exterior styling of 
the Oldsmobile concept car that lead to the 1992 Oldsmobile Achieva SCX Coupe.

In 1988, Gary and his family moved to Arizona, and Gary started Performance Design, free-
lancing as an industrial/graphic designer and illustrator. Gary also became proficient in desktop 
publishing and computer graphics. He has been involved with many businesses as an art-director 
level designer and consultant. In 1996, Gary was introduced to “California Bill” Fisher. Throughout 
the relationship that has continued with Bill’s son Howard, Gary has been involved in the creation of 
many automotive titles published by California Bill’s Automotive Handbooks.

Janice Groesbeck’s 1956 Chevy 
Bel Air Convertible

This car ended its first life as a rust bucket and was liter-
ally raised from the ashes like the Phoenix. That’s why there 

is a Phoenix bird on the hood. The car was completed 
in January 2008.

Gary Bunker’s 
1956 Chevy Two-Ten

Russ Smith’s 
1956 Chevy Bel Air Nomad
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